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Westfield Academy KS3 step descriptors for Art

Year 7

	Step No. 
	Step name
	Step descriptor
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	Exploring
Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources
	 Experimenting
Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes
	 Recording
Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses 
	 Responding
Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual language

	Step 5
	Excelling
	I am able to confidently develop my own ideas and personal investigations with excellent success. 
	I am able to experiment with confident use of materials, processes and techniques with confident decision-making.
	I am able to confidently record ideas and observations through a variety of forms.
	I am able to present work with confident success and strong realised intentions.

	Step 4
	Mastering
	I am able to effectively develop my own ideas and personal investigations with strong success. 
	I am able to experiment with effective use of materials, processes and techniques with effective decision-making.
	I am able to effectively record ideas and observations through a variety of forms.
	I am able to present work with effective success and well realised intentions.

	Step 3
	Securing
	I am able to appropriately develop my own ideas and personal investigations with good success. 
	I am able to experiment with appropriate use of materials, processes and techniques with appropriately informed decision-making.
	I am able to appropriately record ideas and observations through a variety of forms.
	I am able to present work with appropriate success and realised intentions.

	Step 2
	Developing
	I am able to develop my own ideas and personal investigations with basic success. 
	I am able to experiment with basic use of materials, processes and techniques with basic evidence of informed decision-making.
	I am able to record ideas and observations through a variety of forms with basic success.
	I am able to present work with basic success and some realised intentions.


	Step 1
	Establishing
	I am able to develop my own ideas and personal investigations with minimal success. 
	I am able to experiment with minimal use of materials, processes and techniques with minimal evidence of informed decision-making.
	I am able to record ideas and observations through a variety of forms with minimal success.
	I am able to present work with minimal success and no realised intentions.





Year 8

	Step No. 
	Step name
	Step descriptor

	
	
	Exploring
Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources
	 Experimenting
Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes
	 Recording
Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses 
	 Responding
Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual language

	Step 5
	Excelling
	I am able to skilfully develop my own ideas and personal investigations with advanced success. 
	I am able to experiment with skilful use of materials, processes and techniques with skilful decision-making.
	I am able to skilfully record ideas and observations through a variety of forms.
	I am able to present work with skilful success and advanced realised intentions.

	Step 4
	Mastering
	I am able to confidently develop my own ideas and personal investigations with excellent success. 
	I am able to experiment with confident use of materials, processes and techniques with confident decision-making.
	I am able to confidently record ideas and observations through a variety of forms.
	I am able to present work with confident success and strong realised intentions.

	Step 3
	Securing
	I am able to effectively develop my own ideas and personal investigations with strong success. 
	I am able to experiment with effective use of materials, processes and techniques with effective decision-making.
	I am able to effectively record ideas and observations through a variety of forms.
	I am able to present work with effective success and well realised intentions.

	Step 2
	Developing
	I am able to appropriately develop my own ideas and personal investigations with good success. 
	I am able to experiment with appropriate use of materials, processes and techniques with appropriately informed decision-making.
	I am able to appropriately record ideas and observations through a variety of forms.
	I am able to present work with appropriate success and realised intentions.

	Step 1
	Establishing
	I am able to develop my own ideas and personal investigations with basic success. 
	I am able to experiment with basic use of materials, processes and techniques with basic evidence of informed decision-making.
	I am able to record ideas and observations through a variety of forms with basic success.
	I am able to present work with basic success and some realised intentions.





Year 9

	Step No. 
	Step name
	Step descriptor

	
	
	Exploring
Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources
	 Experimenting
Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes
	 Recording
Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses 
	 Responding
Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual language

	Step 5
	Excelling
	I am able to expertly develop my own ideas and personal investigations with advanced success. 
	I am able to experiment with expert use of materials, processes and techniques with skilful decision-making.
	I am able to expertly record ideas and observations through a variety of forms.
	I am able to present work with expert success and advanced realised intentions.

	Step 4
	Mastering
	I am able to skilfully develop my own ideas and personal investigations with advanced success. 
	I am able to experiment with skilful use of materials, processes and techniques with skilful decision-making.
	I am able to skilfully record ideas and observations through a variety of forms.
	I am able to present work with skilful success and advanced realised intentions.

	Step 3
	Securing
	I am able to confidently develop my own ideas and personal investigations with excellent success. 
	I am able to experiment with confident use of materials, processes and techniques with confident decision-making.
	I am able to confidently record ideas and observations through a variety of forms.
	I am able to present work with confident success and strong realised intentions.

	Step 2
	Developing
	I am able to effectively develop my own ideas and personal investigations with strong success. 
	I am able to experiment with effective use of materials, processes and techniques with effective decision-making.
	I am able to effectively record ideas and observations through a variety of forms.
	I am able to present work with effective success and well realised intentions.

	Step 1
	Establishing
	I am able to appropriately develop my own ideas and personal investigations with good success. 
	I am able to experiment with appropriate use of materials, processes and techniques with appropriately informed decision-making.
	I am able to appropriately record ideas and observations through a variety of forms.
	I am able to present work with appropriate success and realised intentions.
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