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Westfield Academy KS3 step descriptors for __(Religious Studies)__
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	Step No. 
	Step name
	Step descriptor

	Step 5
	Excelling

86%-100%
	· To be able to accurately explain why religion(s)/non-religious systems hold certain beliefs/views/ practices.
· To be able to analyse different religious / non-religious views about a certain topic. 
· To be able to accurately and coherently present different views within a balanced argument.  
· To be able to produce detailed and convincing conclusions. Pupils need to be able to justify why their views are more reasonable/convincing than opposing views. 
· To be able to use contextualised religious teachings/scripture(s) within extended writing. 
· When there are opposing views within the same religion about a topic, pupils can analyse what religious teachings from scripture (s) are more appropriately applied to the issue/topic. 
· To be able to evaluate some significant spiritual, moral, social and ethical  questions giving reflective and reasoned responses
· To be able to reflect on and respond personally to questions about what it means to be human
· To be able to explore and explain the diverse ways in which people within a faith tradition express  their faith through private and communal worship and the importance of ‘sacred  spaces’ to enhance their experience
· To be able to identify and explain how diversity of belief  influences worship and the significance of worship in the lives of individuals and  communities
· To be able to evaluate the significance of reflection in the lives of non-religious  individuals and communities
· To be able to explain similarities and differences of belief and practice within and between religions and worldviews, and the impact these have on a range of different  individuals and communities

	Step 4
	Mastering

61%-85%
	· To be able to accurately explain why religion(s)/non-religious systems hold certain beliefs/views/ practices.
· To be able to analyse different religious / non-religious views about a certain topic. 
· To be able to accurately and coherently present different views within a balanced argument.  
· To be able to produce detailed and convincing conclusions. Pupils need to be able to justify why their views are more reasonable/convincing than opposing views. 
· To be able to use contextualised religious teachings/scripture(s) within extended writing. 
· When there are opposing views within the same religion about a topic, pupils can analyse what religious teachings from scripture (s) are more appropriately applied to the issue/topic. 
· To be able to evaluate some significant spiritual, moral, social and ethical  questions giving reflective and reasoned responses
· To be able to reflect on and respond personally to questions about what it means to be human
· To be able to explore and explain the diverse ways in which people within a faith tradition express  their faith through private and communal worship and the importance of ‘sacred  spaces’ to enhance their experience
· To be able to identify and explain how diversity of belief  influences worship and the significance of worship in the lives of individuals and  communities
· To be able to explain similarities and differences of belief and practice within and between religions and worldviews, and the impact these have on a range of different  individuals and communities

	Step 3
	Securing

36%-60%
	· To be able to accurately explain why religion(s)/non-religious systems hold certain beliefs/views/ practices.
· To be able to analyse different religious / non-religious views about a certain topic. 
· To be able to accurately and coherently present different views within a balanced argument.  
· To be able to produce detailed and convincing conclusions. Pupils need to be able to justify why their views are more reasonable/convincing than opposing views. 
· To be able to use contextualised religious teachings/scripture(s) within extended writing. 
· When there are opposing views within the same religion about a topic, pupils can analyse what religious teachings from scripture (s) are more appropriately applied to the issue/topic. 
· To be able to evaluate some significant spiritual, moral, social and ethical  questions giving reflective and reasoned responses
· To be able to reflect on and respond personally to questions about what it means to be human
· To be able to explore and explain the diverse ways in which people within a faith tradition express  their faith through private and communal worship and the importance of ‘sacred  spaces’ to enhance their experience
· To be able to identify and explain how diversity of belief  influences worship and the significance of worship in the lives of individuals and  communities


	Step 2
	Developing
21%-35%
	· To be able to accurately explain why religion(s)/non-religious systems hold certain beliefs/views/ practices.
· To be able to analyse different religious / non-religious views about a certain topic. 
· To be able to accurately and coherently present different views within a balanced argument.  
· To be able to produce detailed and convincing conclusions. Pupils need to be able to justify why their views are more reasonable/convincing than opposing views. 
· To be able to use contextualised religious teachings/scripture(s) within extended writing. 
· When there are opposing views within the same religion about a topic, pupils can analyse what religious teachings from scripture (s) are more appropriately applied to the issue/topic. 
· To be able to evaluate some significant spiritual, moral, social and ethical  questions giving reflective and reasoned responses
· To be able to explore and explain the diverse ways in which people within a faith tradition express  their faith through private and communal worship and the importance of ‘sacred  spaces’ to enhance their experience


	Step 1
	Establishing

0-20%
	· To be able to accurately explain why religion(s)/non-religious systems hold certain beliefs/views/ practices.
· To be able to analyse different religious / non-religious views about a certain topic. 
· To be able to accurately and coherently present different views within a balanced argument.  
· To be able to produce detailed and convincing conclusions. Pupils need to be able to justify why their views are more reasonable/convincing than opposing views. 
· To be able to use contextualised religious teachings/scripture(s) within extended writing. 
· When there are opposing views within the same religion about a topic, pupils can analyse what religious teachings from scripture (s) are more appropriately applied to the issue/topic. 
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